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Synopsis

This stunningly personal document and extraordinary history of the turbulent sixties and early
seventies displays James Baldwin’s fury and despair more deeply than any of his other

works.A A In vivid detail he remembers the Harlem childhood that shaped his early conciousness,
the later events that scored his heart with paina "the murders of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X,
his sojourns in Europe and in Hollywood, and his retum to the American South to confront a violent

America face-to-face.
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Customer Reviews

a ceMore eloquent than W. E. B. DuBois, more penetrating than Richard Wright.... It contains truth
that cannot be denied.a « & "The Atlantic Monthlya ceCharacteristically beautiful.... He has not
himself lost access to the sources of his beinga “which is what makes him read and awaited by

perhaps a wider range of people than any other major American writer.a « & "The Nation

This stunningly personal document and extraordinary history of the turbulent sixties and early
seventies displays James Baldwin’s fury and despair more deeply than any of his other works. In
vivid detail he remembers the Harlem childhood that shaped his early conciousness, the later
events that scored his heart with pain--the murders of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, his
sojourns in Europe and in Hollywood, and his return to the American South to confront a violent

America face-to-face. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.



Five stars indicate "l loved it" - and yet this is such a painful story, such an evaluation seems ironic. |
love James Baldwin, however, whose searing honesty and eloquent prose never fail to carry the
reader into a deeper understanding of the human condition, especially when one’s skin is black.
Baldwin is telling the painful stories within the black community, and the revelation of family matters
makes this account all the more compelling, as autobiography, as great literature. His ability to
understand those who torment him, to describe his own awakenings in his journey, and his intense

honesty make this a must read.

James Baldwin, brilliant as ever!

Just as powerful as when | first read this book back in the late 70’s.

Good ass book

Outstanding !

When have you read a book by James that was not interesting.

Baldwin is great.

| had to pay extra to expedite the shipping time for this book, so the price was a little more than |
had hoped but not too much more, Price of book was decent to start with and the book was in great
condition despite all the years it's been owned. Book has a slight old paper smell/library book smell,
and the previous author wrote their name inside the book with a date inside the book that is either
the date the owner purchased the book (or was born??? 1974), which was two years after the copy
of the book was published (i.e. 1972). However, book was in decent condition, pages all intact, no
loose papers with no writing or highlighting. Plus, a nice photo of James Baldwin on the back half of
the cover jacket. :)
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